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ological conception. In this, the project will have to rely on 
work already done by others. 
The research project belongs to the main effort, "Education 
and Further Education of Mathematics Teachers," at the Bielefeld 
University Center for Didactics of Mathematics. It is sponsored 
by the Volkswagen Foundation and will run for three years. The 
project works on an interdisciplinary basis; the research team 
consists of two mathematicicans, one historian, and one educational 
sociologist, who are partly working on the basis of part-time 
contracts. Co-workers: H. N. Jahnke, I. Lohmann, M. Otte (Project 
Director), and B. Schminnes. Anyone interested in obtaining 
additional information concerning this project may write to 
Professor Dr. Michael Otte, Institut fiir Didaktik der Mathematik, 
Universitat Bielefeld, Postfach 8640, 4800 Bielefeld 1, Germany. 
THESIS: A TREATISE DEVOTED TO THE THEORY OF CONIC SECTIONS 
Jan Hogendijk (Mathematical Institute, University of Utrecht, 
Holland) is currently preparing a thesis on a treatise devoted 
to the theory of conic sections by the medieval Islamic scientist 
Ibn al-Haytham (965-1041 A.D.). It is the Treatise by Al-Hasan 
ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Haytham on the Completion of the 
Book of Conies (MaqZla fi tamZm kitsib al-makhriifzf). In this 
treatise Ibn al-Haytham attempts to present a restoration of the 
eighth book of the Conies of Apollonius of Perga, which was al- 
ready lost in his time. Only one manuscript of the "Treatise 
on the Completion of the Book of Conies" is known. This manu- 
script is in Manisa, Turkey (Gene1 1706; see F. Sezgin, Gesch- 
ichte des Arabischen Schrifttums, Vol. 5, p. 140). It has been 
published in facsimile, with Introductions in Turkish and German, 
as well as a German translation of Ibn al-Haytham's preface by 
N. Terzioglu as: "Das Achte Buch zu den Conica des Apollonius von 
Perge. Rekonstruiert von Ibn al-Haysam," Publication of the Mathe- 
matical Research Institute, No. 5, Istanbul, 1974. The thesis 
will contain an edition of the Arabic text, with an English trans- 
lation and commentary. There will also be an extensive introduc- 
tion concerning the place of this treatise within Islamic mathe- 
matics. Any correspondence in reference to this dissertation may 
be directed to Jan Hogendijk, Mathematical Institute, P. 0. Box 
80.010, 3580 TA Utrecht, The Netherlands. 
